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THE GIFT OF ENDURING INSPIRATION   

 The real strength of any organization resides in its 

members.  Their willingness to participate and the actions they 

take to be a positive force in achieving the goals of the group 

determine how successful it will be, particularly in the long run.  

But it is also important for any organization to have strong 

leaders who will make the best decisions and also provide in-

spiration that exemplifies the very heart and soul of the group 

and motivates the members to be strong and active.  Since its 

inception in 1975, the Highty-Tighty Alumni, Inc., has been 

blessed with strong, dedicated, and inspirational leadership. 
 

 Sadly, this past year we lost two of our most dynamic 

and motivational leaders.  The passing of Chris Bise in April, 

and Charles Cornelison in October, has left the HTA without 

two of the most inspirational leaders we have ever had.  The 

last two “Highty-Tighty Notes” newsletters remembered and 

saluted Chris for his tireless devotion to the HTA.  Chris served 

34 straight years as the drum major for the Highty-Tighty 

Alumni Band without ever missing a homecoming.  When 

health reasons ended his streak of consecutive appearances at 

the front of the HTAB, Chris retired and was honored as Drum 

Major Emeritus of the Alumni Band.  But Chris not only led us 

on the street and field with baton in hand, he also served as a 

member of the board of directors all those years, and his love 

for and dedication to the Highty-Tighties were inspirational to 

all who knew him.  
 

 The sudden and unexpected passing of Charles Cor-

nelison in October was a tremendous blow to the HTA.  Charlie 

served as the first president of the HTA, and held the position 

for 27 years.  His leadership and inspiration made him nothing 

less than the living icon of what the Highty-Tighty Alumni are 

all about, and his contributions to both the Regimental Band 

and the Corps of Cadets cannot be overstated.  As he stepped 

down as president of the HTA, he was awarded the status of 

President Emeritus, and he continued to provide leadership and 

inspiration to all of us right up to the day he passed away; a day 

on which he had returned to Blacksburg to participate in  

Highty-Tighty Homecoming.  
 

 I had known Charlie since we were cadets.  He was 

one year ahead of me in the Band, and as a sophomore, my 

freshman class knew him to be a demanding yet fair upperclass-

man.  His leadership abilities resulted in his selection as Band 

Company Commander his senior year, a position he filled with 

integrity, pride, and inspiration, just as he would the presidency 

of our alumni organiza-

tion years later.  When I 

became president of the 

HTA, our connection, 

dating back to our days as 

cadets, became even stronger, and we became true friends.  We 

met in person regularly until Charlie moved to Florida two 

years ago, and then we kept in touch often through e-mails and 

phone calls.  While we talked about a lot of subjects, and we 

shared many things, the majority of our conversations were 

centered on the Highty-Tighties and the Highty-Tighty Alumni.  
 

 Charlie was as good a president emeritus as he was a 

president.  He never told me what to do; he only made sugges-

tions and only when I asked for them, which was often.  Even 

when I decided to take another course of action, he remained 

fully supportive.  In this and other ways, Charlie continued to 

play a large part in what was happening with the HTA through 

his guidance, strong support, and inspiration.  His strength was 

always present when it came to the Highty-Tighties, and his 

love for the Band was unwavering.  

 

 Chris and Charlie are no longer here to march with us 

through Blacksburg or in Lane Stadium.  But I truly believe 

they are still with us, and they will continue to be an inspiration 

to all we try to do to support the organization we love, the 

Highty-Tighties.  That inspiration is a gift and a legacy they left 

behind for us to follow.  We should honor it and continue to 

benefit from it, and we must always keep it alive.  They, and 

the inspiration they left for us, will remain in our hearts forever.  
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Highty-Tighty Notes 

FROM THE COMMANDER 
Cadet Major Anthony Carella, HT ‘16 

The fall 2015 

semester was 

the most chal-

lenging, yet 

successful se-

mester I have ever experienced in my time as a Highty-

Tighty. More than anything, it was one that I will never for-

get. We began the year 145 Bandsmen strong, allowing us to 

march a 143 man block for almost every performance. The 

Band performed in the Virginia Tech Homecoming Parade, 

which was a great success in coordination with the HT 

Alumni Association. We had the opportunity to integrate 

both the Alumni Band and the current Highty-Tighties into 

one performance block. This encouraged the cadets to meet 

and learn from the HTs that came before them. In addition, 

we also performed at women’s basketball and volleyball 

games, university pep rallies and events, and Pass in Review 

ceremonies. Later in the semester, the Highty-Tighties trav-

eled to Roanoke to march in the annual Veteran’s Day Pa-

rade, then closed 2015 with a 1st Place performance in the 

Blacksburg Christmas Parade. It is important to recognize 

that none of this would have been possible without the hard 

work and coordination of our new Band Director, MUCS 

James Bean. Senior Chief Bean brought a sense of enthusi-

asm and energy that the Band needed during such a difficult 

semester. It has been a true honor and a privilege to work 

with him as he begins his new career with the Highty-

Tighties. 

 If you were at the Ohio State game, you would 

agree that the Band had a great start to the season! We 

looked sharper than ever! In just two weeks, we were able to 

bring our freshmen Bandsmen up to speed and have them 

ready to perform on national television! Can you imagine… 

your very first college football game, where your team is 

playing the defending National Champions? Definitely an 

experience that they will never forget. If you also happened 

to visit the upper quad during your stay in Blacksburg, you 

may have recognized the compact living quarters in which 

we found ourselves. This understandably tested our attitude 

and resilience, however I can assure you that the Band 

adapted as needed. This semester was exactly what we made 

of it.  Bandsmen remained positive about the evolution the 

Corps continues to experience. 

 

 The dedication and hard work of our Drum Major, 

Cadet Captain William “Dixon” Johnson, our Assistant 

Drum Major, Cadet 1LT James Scallon, our Performance 

Officer, Cadet 1LT James Blunt, and their staff cannot go 

unrecognized. They were able to create a vision for the Band 

focused on the “Pursuit of Perfection,” that we would not 

have seen without them. I also would like to recognize the 

Section Commanders, Cadet Captain Sherry Kim and Cadet 

Captain Natasha Laramie, who will serve as the Regimental 

Executive Officer and the VPI Battalion Commander this 

spring. Through their collaborative 

work, we were able to refocus the Band  

I am extremely thankful for my time as 
Band Company Commander... 
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Highty-Tighty Seniors at Homecoming 2015 

Continued page 8  



DIRECTOR’S DOWNBEAT 
Senior Chief James Bean 

O ften times people react to change with hesi-

tancy, anxiety, and in some cases hostility. After having 

LTC McNeill at the helm for 22 years, I fully expected to 

experience some of these feelings from the staff, cadets, 

and alumni of Virginia Tech. However, I have always 

been made to feel welcome and I could not be happier in 

my decision to come to this fine institution and incredible 

program of the Corps of Cadets. Furthermore, LTC 

McNeill has been hugely supportive, willing to answer 

any and all questions. He has been a great, new friend and 

has continually demonstrated his obvious love of this or-

ganization. 
 

My initial six months with the HT’s has been a 

time of firsts. First orientation, where I witnessed some of 

our cadets in action, expertly recruiting to increase our 

numbers. First summer band camp, where I was intro-

duced to the band’s upperclassmen and viewed first-hand 

their extraordinary attention to detail and marching skills. 

First football game versus Ohio State, an indescribable, 

exhilarating experience that would send chills down any-

one’s spine. First Caldwell March, while the 13-mile hike 

was obviously not intended for someone who has lived at 

sea level most of his life, it exposed me to the leadership 

and camaraderie found throughout the Corps. 
 

I can honestly report that the tradition of excel-

lence and the pursuit of perfection is alive and well in the 

HT’s. I am continually impressed with the Band’s will-

ingness to excel and desire to improve in everything they 

do. From marching band to pep band, practice to perfor-

mance, this organization has a remarkable commitment to 

the Band, to the Corps, and to Virginia Tech. Currently, 

we have begun concert band season and while not all are 

involved, others are contributing in pep band. Also, many 

members of the percussion section have formed a drum 

line to hone their skills. Using donated money specifically 

for this reason, about 15 cadets have formed a pipe and 

drum band, practicing weekly on chanters in order to 

graduate to the bagpipes. 
 

Although 

this has been an 

absolutely positive 

experience, my 

new position is not 

without challenges. 

Many HT instruments are in need of replacement or re-

pair, and much of our annual budget has been used just 

for maintenance. Fortunately, many alumni have stepped 

up by donating their instruments for our use. This has 

proven to be extremely helpful and enormously appreciat-

ed. Of note, CPT Steve Schulyer, HT Class of 2007, per-

sonally purchased two brand new, silver-plated, Blessing 

trombones, a huge donation to our trombone section!! I 

am working on a strategic plan to replace older instru-

ments with a long term goal of finding the funds to re-

place all our snares and bass drums, a costly and ambi-

tious endeavor. 

 

I am extremely excited about my future here with 

the Highty-Tighties, and look forward to working with 

these young men and women everyday. As the “face” of 

the Corps of Cadets, the HT’s exhibit the exemplary char-

acter and dedication to duty found throughout this won-

derful organization. The HT motto, “Deeds not Words,” 

epitomizes the HT way of life. 

First Six Months, A Time of Firsts 

Winter   2016 
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Speaking of firsts — That’s me in the Hokie-Bird 

suit leading the Class of ‘19 onto the field for the 

annual Pearl Harbor Classic Football Game. 



Highty-Tighty Notes 

Homecoming 2015 

Pre-Game Show and Homecoming Parade 

 Above: Combined bands during the pre-game performance. A fifteen 
by fifteen block of Highty-Tighties!  Photo from Band staff 
 

Below:  Lori Keck-Beach, HT ‘92, leads the HTAB in the 2015 Home-
coming parade.  Photo by Lynn Ott 
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Homecoming 2015 

Annual Meeting 

Photos by: Gene Harrison  
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(Le� to Right) Drum Major Cadet 

Captain Dixon Johnson, HT ‘16, 

Herb Cox, HT ‘65 (second Drum 

Major), Bert Kinzey, HT ‘68, Alex 

Josey, HT ’65 (1st Drum Major 

and later CO), and HT Band 

Director, Senior Chief Jim Bean 

General Fullhart, Senior Chief Jim 

Bean, Col Larkin ’87, and Dixon 

Johnson, HT ‘16, salute during Echo 

Taps for HTs who have passed since 

last homecoming.  This was of 

par8cular significance given Charlie 

Cornelison’s passing the previous 

day. 



Highty-Tighty Notes 

Homecoming 2015 

Schaeffer Award 
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into operating as one company. I would also like to thank Cadet Captain Brett Romig, my executive officer, who 

has been by my side every step of the way, coordinating with the company staff and ensuring the smooth opera-

tion of all company functions. He will move on to serve as the Regimental Operations Officer next spring. I 

would especially like to thank the bandsmen for the endless hours of hard work, practice, and performances. 

These cadets gave up mornings, afternoons, and nights (including weekends) of marching and playing, often in 

rainy or cold weather. Many even sacrificed time with family and friends in order to perform their duties as 

bandsmen. Thank you again for all that you do. 

 

As the semester closes, I am preparing to move forward to my new position as Regimental Commander and 

pass on my responsibilities to the incoming Band Commander, Cadet Major Bryan Engelmann. He previously 

held the position of Band Section A First Sergeant and Platoon Leader. I am confident that he will continue to 

serve the Band well. Next semester, he and his command team will lead the Highty-Tighties as they march in the 

St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Savannah, the largest parade performance of the year. In addition, bandsmen will per-

form in the Highty-Tighty concert band as well as the ACC women’s basketball tournament in Greensboro as the 

HT Pep Band.  

 

 I am extremely thankful for my time as Band Company Commander and am looking forward to seeing 

what the Band will accomplish in the future. I will truly miss working with each cadet in Band Company, and am 

grateful for everything they had to offer. There is no other company as united and unique as Band Company. On 

behalf of the entire senior class, I would like to sincerely thank all of the HT Alumni for their contributions and 

assistance throughout this challenging time. We could not have had such a successful semester without your sup-

port.  

 

 

Presentation of the Schaeffer Scholarship to the 
most outstanding sophomore. This year’s recip-
ient is Cadet Corporal Chris Bartlett  HT ‘18 

 

   Photo by Gene Harrison  

FACTA NON VERBA  

Commander from page 4  
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Development Update 

 2016 will be a year of good things for the Highty-Tigh�es. With the con�nued recrui�ng success and 

solid reten�on of the freshmen, sophomore, and junior classes, it is expected to be another year of 150+ members 

in the Band. 

 

We have received word that  September 24 will be the date for this year's Homecoming game. Please put 

that date on your calendar for coming to Blacksburg for another fun weekend re-living your years as a Highty-

Tighty. 

 

We would also like to congratulate HT Alumni, Sco, Beman, for accep�ng the important and challenging 

job of Vice President of Development for the Highty-Tighty Alumni Board, effec�ve February 1st. Sco, will be build-

ing our HTA Class Leaders team further as a way of improving communica�on among classes as well as imple-

men�ng addi�onal ways of helping us build the Shaeffer Fund which pays the HT Freshman S�pend every fall and 

spring semesters. 

 

Please con�nue to support the Band financially any way that you can, with any amount that you can. Please 

direct any specific ques�ons about specific accounts or giving to Sco, Lyman at: 

540-231-2085 or 800-533-1144 

rlyman@vt.edu 

 

The Highty-Tighty alumni would like to take this opportunity to say “thank you” to Dave Spracher for his 

many years of dedica�on to helping us raise funds for the Highty-Tigh�es in so many ways. He will be re�ring soon. 

Please let him know how much we appreciate his support of the Band and the HTA. 

 

As always, thank for your faithful support of the Band. We are excited about our new Director Jim Bean as 

he con�nues to lead the Band into the future. 

 

Chuck Rowell 

President-Elect, HTA 



Charlie Cornelison 

A s we arrived on campus for Homecoming  

2015, we were all shocked to hear of the passing of 

our leader  since the beginning of this organization, 

Charlie Cornelison. Expressing what Charlie has 

meant to the Virginia Tech Regimental Band and 

the Corps of Cadets that it is a part of is a tall order 

to say the least. Bert Kinzey, our president, wrote 

eloquently of our beloved leader along with Chris 

Bise who left us prematurely after many many years 

of faithful service. Sometimes we hesitate to use the 

word love as we speak of friends and acquaintances 

but I believe that is the only appropriate term to use 

here as we bid farewell to Charles Cornelison.  I 

think we all love the Band to one degree or another. 

Charlie obviously shared that feeling as evidenced 

by what he spent most of his life working on. So 

how can we not love the guy who provided the lead-

ership needed to preserve traditions that took so 

many decades to establish. We don’t have to articu-

late every evidence of that through the years.  He 

was in the right place at the right time with the right 

skills, talents, motivations, and experiences to do a 

job that needed to be done and he got it done!  So 

we don’t have to point to any particular idea, or pro-

gram or meeting or campaign that Charlie started or 

participated in or brought into existence to prove his 

contribution to the Band.  We need only watch a 

pregame show or a parade that the Highty-Tighties 

are participating in or hear about experiences that 

cadets are having this very day or any day at Virgin-

ia Tech to appreciate what Charles did for The Band 

because there would probably not be any pregame 

shows or parade performances or daily experiences 

that we all cherish the memories of if he had not 

done the job he was privileged to do.   

 

So what we will endeavor to do here is remi-

nisce over some old pictures and stories and reflec-

tions from a few HTs whose lives were touched by 

this particular Highty-Tighty.   

 

We asked alumni to share any memories, expe-

riences, pictures, etc. that were significant to them 

for this issue of  the  Highty-Tighty Notes.  Chuck 

Rowell, our President Elect, submitted a memory 

that was reminiscent of one of Charlie’s most fa-

mous episodes among HTA board members — the 

“Yellow Piece of Paper” meeting.  For those who 

have never heard about that little legend, here is a 

quick summary. 

At a board meeting years ago when we were just 

getting started in the area of fund raising, it was de-

cided (Charlie decided) that we needed to demon-

strate our commitment to the campaign as a board of 

directors by providing “seed money” ourselves to 

get the campaign started.  At the end of the meeting, 

the doors were shut and Charlie passed around little 

scraps of yellow paper torn from someone’s legal 

pad, and asked that each of us write down our 

pledge amount and pass them back to him.  Here is 

the part that made this event famous. Once Charlie 

had tallied the pledges, he announced that the total 

was not high enough and returned the scraps of yel-

Highty-Tighty Notes 
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The  photo above was copied from  the 1967 

edition of “The Highty-Tighty,” the  yearbook 

from Charlie’s senior year.   

Memories, Pictures, Stories, and Reflections  
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Charlie Cornelison 

low paper to us to revise our pledges in the appro-

priate direction.  The second time around got the job 

done, thankfully.  There have been many threats  to 

lock the doors since then and that story has become 

a bit of a signature item in Charlie’s history with the 

HTA.  Now that you know about that, please enjoy 

one of Chuck Rowell’s favorite memories: 

 

Seven years ago when Brenda and I retired and 

moved back to Smith Mountain Lake, Virginia, we 

were invited to a reception at the Shenandoah Club 

in downtown Roanoke. It was a function to raise 

funds for the VTCC and we saw many friends from 

Salem and Roanoke that we had not seen for 18 

years while we were in Chicago and then Pittsburgh. 

 

I made a comment to one of the attendees that 

one of our retirement goals was to give back to the 

Band financially and in any other ways possible dur-

ing the coming years. 

 

So within a week I had a call from Charlie Cor-

nelison asking to meet for lunch soon. When we met, I 

said as a retiree I wanted to give regularly to the  

Highty-Tighties somehow, and he explained how an 

Emerging Leader Scholarship worked. So we agreed to 

give a substantial amount to create an ELS.  

 

 

Charlie smiled and thanked us for our generosity. 

Then he said, "Well,.... you know that if you double 

that  commitment, the ELS would be fully funded. Is 

that something you are able and willing to do?" 

 

Brenda and I looked at each other and smiled. We 

said we would figure it out.... and so Charlie had a way 

of nicely upping the ante but did it so professionally 

that we had to laugh that he had just doubled what we 

had planned to do for the Band. 

 

In the years to follow, Charlie and I had more than 

one laugh about our “doubling talk" that we had agreed 

to complete over five years. 

 

As I look back, I am not sure that anyone else 

would have been as effective at getting us to change our 

plans to help the Band as he did that day in the summer 

of 2009. 

 

Chuck Rowell HT ‘71 

 

Welcome to the land of the “yellow piece of pa-

per” , Chuck! 

 

This is another shot from that same annual, titled 

“The Brass”  — speaking of brass, check the sparkle 

coming from Charlie’s breast plate!  Charlie (center) 

shown here with classmates Band Exec, Jim Stark 

’HT 67 and Hazen  Burnet ‘HT 67 

11 

This shot, also from the 1967 annual, shows Charlie, 

with Tom Dobyns, another beloved figure in Band 

history, both laboring over the recording of another 

Highty-Tighty record album.  

Memories, Pictures, Stories, and Reflections  



Charlie Cornelison 

Here is a note from John Irvin who was the drum ma-

jor for the class of 1967: 

 

Charlie loved the St. Louis Cardinals nearly as 

much as the Corps and the Highty-Tighties.  So when 

I was living in Cooperstown, New York, Charlie & 

his son, John, came up for the induction of Whitey 

Herzog into the Baseball Hall of Fame.  We had a 

great time telling stories and lies about our years to-

gether in the Band.  He is greatly missed! 

John Irvin  

 

Another note from Gary Jackson HT ‘78 

 

As  a freshman HT in 1974, I was privileged to 

meet the first alumni that started the HT Alumni, Inc., 

and remember Charles Cornelison speaking to all of 

us.  He was probably 29 at the time; and I thought he 

was old, being a ‘67 grad.  I also remember when 

marching in President-elect Carter’s inaugural parade 

in January 1977, about a dozen alums marched with 

us to beef up the size of the Band, and Charles was 

one of them.   At that time in the history of the Corps, 

we were fairly sure that the Corps was going to be 

done away with by the University. Until Charles’ 

death, I had always known being an HT or HT alum 

with Charles being around.  I had never experienced 

HT life without him.  We will miss him very much! 

Gary Jackson 

 

A couple of other alumni shared their memories 

of Charlie.  Lonnie Brooks, HT ‘67, sent us the two 

photos above along with materials from Class of ‘67 

reunions in 2014 and 2015 (see photos on page 14).  

Lonnie included additional materials that were pre-

pared for their 45th reunion that we don’t have space 

to include here.  The main item of interest was a long 

document done by Charlie about many of his experi-

ences as a Highty-Tighty.  That item is well worth 

viewing and is available on the HTA website — 

www.hightytightyalumni.org along with the “Half-

Note”  about Charlie’s passing that Bert Kinzey pub-

lished.   

Finally, please don’t miss the note from Prof. 

John Vassar, HT ‘76, on page 15.  That one really 

puts in a nutshell who Charles O. Cornelison was to 

the Virginia Tech Regimental Band — Highty-

Tighties. 

These are a couple of shots sent in by one of 

Charlie’s classmates, Lonnie Brooks.  There were 

no comments with the photos, but the filenames 

were  “nightraiders” and “nightraiders work”.  I 

guess we will have to draw our own conclusions.  

Here we see Charlie in what  was surely  one of 

his proudest moments, presenting his son, 

John,  HT ‘11, with his Highty-Tighty White 

Citation Cord on Cord Night. 
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Charlie spent a lot of time congratulating people as he presided over or otherwise participated in  

many many meetings and  ceremonies.  These are but a few examples.  Top left: Charles B. 

Moore, HT ’48, is recognized as Distinguished Highty Tighty Alumni in 2012.  Top right: Elaine 

Altman, HT ’13, receives the Charles O. Cornelison Senior Service Award.  Above:  Kimberly 

Lesher, HT ‘10, receives the same award.  Below : Charlie speaks at the  HTA Annual Meeting in  

Owens Hall in 2006 (left) and 2012 (right) 
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Charlie Cornelison 

Memories, Pictures, Stories, and Reflections  



Highty-Tighty Notes 

Corps and Highty-Tighty Homecoming Dates Announced 
 
We received some important homecoming information from Col Larkin’s new Alumni Director Assistant, 
Patsy Hosner, as follows:   
 
• Fall Football 2016 (Registration pages for Homecomings expected to go live April 2016): 
• Corps Homecoming: 16-17 Sept (VT vs. Boston College)  
• VT Homecoming/HT Homecoming/Class of 66’s 50th Reunion: 23-24 Sept (VT vs. East Carolina) 
• Limited home football game tickets for Corps alumni available for purchase starting 2 May.  
 
Please email our new assistant alumni director, Patsy Hosner, at phosner@vt.edu to reserve/order. Limit of 
four tickets for games.  We do not have access to tickets for alumni for the Tennessee game at the Bristol 
Raceway on 10 September…sorry! 

Charlie Cornelison 
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Charlie and his 1967 
classmates at their 2014 
reunion 

Memories, Pictures, Stories, and Reflections  

Class of 1967 again at 
their 2015 reunion 

 

Photos submitted by 
Lonnie Brooks HT ‘67 

Highty-Tighty Year-End Concert Date Announced 
 
If you are planning to be in the Blacksburg area on 1 May, you will have a great opportunity to see and 
hear the Highty-Tighties in their Year-End Concert at 1:00 PM in the Haymarket Auditorium of Squires.  
Hope to see you there!  
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Thanks, Charlie 

Deeds Not Words 

This shot was taken by Kathy Fullhart literally an hour or two before Charlie’s passing.  He was in Blacksburg 
for homecoming weekend and had just witnessed the pass in review on the Drillfield.   How appropriate that 
he spend the last hours of his life viewing the outfit he had dedicated himself to preserving, and improving, the 

Virginia Tech Corps of Cadets and the ………     Highty-Tighties  
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One more note from a HT alumni: 

 During my military and consulting career, 

I heard our leadership frequently 

refer to individuals as “The Indis-

pensable Man.”  By this, they were 

referring to those persons who 

stepped into critical roles at peri-

lous times.   By answering the call, 

they rose to the occasion and im-

proved our lives.  Charles Cornel-

ison was such a man.  When the 

Virginia Tech Highty-Tighties and 

the Corps of Cadets were threat-

ened with irrelevance and extinc-

tion, Charles stepped-up and 

played the critical role in founding 

and organizing us into the nucleus 

of the Highty-Tighty Alumni 

Inc.  Because of Charles’ efforts, 

Virginia Tech and our nation will continue to reap 

the benefits of the Highty-Tighties and the Corps 

of Cadets for generations to come. 

Charles had an amazing combination of personable 

persuasion and a single-minded devotion and love 

for the Highty-Tighties and the Corps.  His gifts 

and talents uniquely suited him to 

the seemly impossible task of re-

viving the Highty-Tighties and the 

Corps.  He also had the ability to 

attract and surround himself with 

talented and dedicated individuals 

and form them into a cohesive 

team.  I was always impressed by 

the humility and good humor that 

he radiated during our time togeth-

er and his interest in my life.  His 

spirit of sacrifice and service was 

infectious and will continue in all 

of us who had the pleasure to have 

known him. 

Ut Prosim 

 

Prof. JOHN D. VASSAR, Jr. 
VTCC-HT ‘76 

“Charles had an 
amazing 

combination of  
personable 

persuasion and 
a single-minded 
devotion and 
love for the 

Highty-Tighties 
and the Corps” 



There are three things all Highty-Tighty alumni need to do to 
help ensure you get the newsletter and stay connected with 
Virginia Tech and the Highty-Tighty Alumni, Inc. 

1. Be sure that your address and other contact information 
are up to date with Virginia Tech Alumni Relations. The 
person to contact is Sharon Croy at scroy@vt.edu. Sha-
ron can also be reached at (540) 231-8905. Make sure 
she has your present address, and if you move Sharon is 
the one you should notify about your change of address. 
It is her list that is used to mail out this newsletter. 
Please do not provide your contact information or 
changes of address to the newsletter editor 

2. Everyone needs to go to the Highty-Tighty Alumni web-
site and check their contact information in the database. 
Go to www.hightytightyalumni.org and click on Data-
base. The site provides a way for you to provide and 
request and update of your address, phone number, and 
e-mail address. 

3. If you know of any Highty-Tighty alumni who are not 
receiving the Highty-Tighty Notes newsletter or the 
Highty-Tighty Half-Notes e-mail updates, please pass this 
information on to them. 
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Highty-Tighty Notes 

The Highty-Tighty Half-Notes are periodic e-mails sent to 
Highty-Tighty alumni and friends of the Regimental Band. 
They are intended to supplement the news included in the 
Highty-Tighty Notes newsletter, which only comes out twice a 
year. These e-mail updates include both photographs and 
information about the present Band and alumni. Early infor-
mation about homecoming and other items of interest to 
alumni are often subjects of Half-Notes. If you would like to 
receive these occasional e-mails with photographs and up-
dates about the Band’s activities, as well as information about 
alumni, please send your e-mail address and your request to 
receive the Half-Notes to: bertkinzey@verizon.net 

 

You may have your name removed at any time. 

 

Please forward any alumni notes, articles, or other materials 
for the Highty-Tighty Notes to: 

George McMichael, Editor 

2333 Idavere Rd. SW 

Roanoke, Va. 24015 

gmname@aol.com  

HIGHTY-TIGHTY HALF-NOTES 
Subscribe Today 

For more information on the Highty-Tighty Alumni, Inc 

visit our website at 
www.hightytightyalumni.org 

For more information on the present Highty-Tighties 

visit their website 

http://www.band.vtcc.vt.edu 

Highty-Tighty Alumni, Inc 
141 Lane Hall, Virginia Tech 
280 Alumni Mall 
Blacksburg, Virginia 24061 


